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Nory Ryan's family has lived on Maidin Bay on the west coast of Ireland for generations, raising a

pig and a few chickens, planting potatoes, getting by. Every year Nory's father goes away on a

fishing boat and returns with the rent money for the English lord who owns their cottage and fields,

the English lord bent upon forcing the Irish from their land so he can tumble the cottages and clear

the fields for grazing. Times are never easy on Maidin Bay, but this year, a terrible blight attacks the

potatoes. No crop means starvation. Twelve-year-old Nory must summon the courage and ingenuity

to find food, to find hope, to find a way to help her family survive.From the Hardcover edition.
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It seems uniquely challenging. The idea of making a readable children's book out of something so

bleak and depressing as the Irish Potato Famine. Yet as an author, Giff has never shied away from

difficult subjects. Whether you're following the trials of a 1870 German immigrant to Brooklyn in "The

House of Tailors", or a 1940's Hungarian escapee in "Lily's Crossing", Giff has become one of those

go-to historical fiction writers. With an emphasis on immigration, emigration, and forced

transplantation, her books strain to find a balance between absolute historical accuracy and

something your ten-year-old would actually (willingly) pick up on their own. Personally, when I was



ten years of age I wouldn't have picked up "Nory Ryan's Song" for all the gold in King Solomon's

mines. For those children that have strong stomachs and even stronger nerves, however, the book

is a distinctly well-written explanation of why many of us in America sport Irish-American

heritage.Yeah, Nory's got a pretty nice life. True, her mother's dead and her father's away at sea to

fish and pay the family's bills. Still, she has her two older sisters, her grandfather, her little brother

Patch, and her best friend Sean to keep her company. And then one day she detects an odd smell

in the air.... And even odder screams of panic from over the hills. The smell, as it turns out, is that of

potatoes dying of a particularly nasty blight. The screams are the people who realize that death is

staring them in the face. Before she knows it, Nory's potato patch is infested as well and the family

is left with zero food to get by on. The English lord, Cunningham, who owns the land isn't about to

show any mercy to his Irish tenants, and people begin to grow more and more desperate as he

takes their lifestock for rent.
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